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Poor attempts at biblical integration along with overuse of the terminology have led to confusion or 
disillusionment by some people who do not fully understand this core element of Christian 
education.  As Christians, we believe that God is the author of all truth, whether that truth is found in 
the Bible, the physical creation, great ideas, or 
mathematical principles.  When it comes to the task of 
biblical integration, what is being added to what? 

         The Webster’s dictionary definition of the verb 
‘integrate’ is, “to make complete by adding parts; to 
absorb into an existing whole.”  When we engage in 
the task of biblical integration, rather than simply 
adding a Bible verse to the facts or concepts of a given 
subject discipline, we are seeking to teach students 
how all knowledge fits together within the context 
of all God’s truth.  Secular educators have removed 
this contextualization of knowledge under the authority 
of God from each subject area.  Knowledge, apart from 
that context, is viewed often as independent fragments 
of relative truth that either stand on their own or are 
given meaning by the one who studies them.  This 
man-centred understanding of knowledge is 
illustrated in the diagram to the right:  

  

 
 

As Christian educators, our task is to help 
students understand how all knowledge fits 
together within the context of God’s authority.  
While living in a secular culture, we seek to 
reintegrate, reorient, and reframe how all 
knowledge is viewed as part of all God’s truth.  
Since God is the author of all truth, we believe that 
all truth fits together as a unified whole under 
the Lordship of Christ.  All knowledge is 
integrated since it comes from the same source, 
its Author.  
 
 (The original concept for the diagram to the left 
was developed by Mark Eckel in his 1998 work, 
“Making the Holes, Whole:  Classroom Strategies 
for Biblical Integration”).  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 



Dr. Ronald Chadwick pioneered work in the arena of biblical integration in the 1970’s.  I believe his 
approach is especially helpful for Christian teachers who have been trained in a secular 
understanding of knowledge.  Dr. Chadwick identified knowledge/truth using two categories.  He 
designated biblical truth as capital ‘T’ TRUTH and all non-biblical truth as lower case ‘t’ truth.   
‘T’ represented authoritative biblical concepts (B.C.) while ‘t’ represented true subject discipline 
concepts (D.C.).  By integrating ‘T’ with ‘t’, a teacher could develop a biblically integrated 
concept (B.I.C.). 

A result of sin has been the fragmentation and distortion of how man perceives the 
interrelationship of all knowledge/truth (Tt). In Romans 1:21 and Ephesians 4:17-19 we read that 
sin has darkened man’s mind to understanding truth. Adam chose personal autonomy over the 
authority of God in the Garden of Eden when he decided to live outside of God’s special revelation 
not to eat of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil (Genesis 3).  Man’s resulting mind-shift was 
that understanding of all things within the context of God’s truth (Tt) was no longer natural. 
Since that fateful decision, man fails to make sense of the world as a whole when he attempts to do 
so apart from the recognition of God’s authority.  The examination of knowledge (t) outside of the 
context of all God’s truth (Tt) has been distorted by the effects of sin (man acting autonomously).  At 
best, knowledge (t) examined outside of the authority and context of all God’s truth (T) is 
incomplete and fragmented. 

The task of the Christian educator is to develop in students an understanding of how all 
knowledge fits together within the context of God’s authority (Tt).  Consider the following 
example from one of Dr. Chadwick’s books, “Christian School Curriculum:  An Integrated Approach”. 

 

Biblical Concept (B.C.) Anthropological Concept (D.C.) 

  

God has sovereignly established the family unit.    
(Gen. 1:27-28, 2:24) 

Likenesses and differences exist among families. 

Biblically Integrated Concept (B.I.C.). 

God has sovereignly established the family with 
likenesses and differences among its members. 

 

As Dr. Chadwick’s model illustrates, a biblically integrated approach to curriculum development 
involves connecting or weaving together TRUTH (T) with truth (t).  This reflects God’s authority 
over all aspects of knowledge.  There is only one unified body of knowledge that flows from the 
Creator and Author of all things.  God’s truth is all the truth there is.  In recent years, some people 
have given new names to this task of biblical integration (e.g., the integration of faith and learning, 
worldview integration, or biblically-informed education), but essentially they are trying to accomplish 
the same goal.  God has not given us a template or special formula to achieve this goal.  Dr. 
Chewning’s booklet, “A Dozen Styles of Biblical Integration: Assimilating the Mind of Christ” 
(www.cccu.org/docLib/20040623_Dozen%20Styles.doc), summarizes a number of models and 
approaches to biblical integration that various thinkers have been proposed (also see in this e-zine 
issue “A Dozen Styles of Biblical Integration:  A Summary”).  The approach you choose will likely be 
shaped by the subject discipline you teach, your educational training, your Christian background, 
and your personal preference.  

Regardless of the biblical integration model you use, the quintessential element that biblical 
integration ‘adds’ to the curriculum is the fact that Christ is Lord of all knowledge and truth 
(Colossians 1:15-17).  By studying His special revelation (‘T’) alongside His natural revelation (‘t’) we 
are able to begin to gain a holistic understanding of how all of God’s truth (Tt) was meant to be 
understood.  

 


